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842 Reviews of Books 

From a literary point of view the volume is quite successful, the 
author is careful as to his facts and the narrative of events is simple, 
direct and interesting. 

There are a couple of appendices; the first of which contains the 
text of the Treaty of 1783, and the second, which is a natural sequel, 
contains a summary of the proceedings connected with the settlement 
of the boundary between Canada and the United States. The volume 
is enriched by a number of excellent maps. 

Saint-D omingiie : La Societe et la Vie Creoles sous I'Ancien Regime 
{1629-1789). Par Pierre de Vaissiere. (Paris: Perrin et 
Cie. 1909. Pp. viii, 384.) 

M. DE Vaissiere- has made a very definite and important contribu- 
tion to the colonial history of France. A long and diligent study of the 
rich and abundant colonial archives at Paris has enabled him to depict 
the social life of French Santo Domingo under the Ancien Regime with 
originality and authority. In his second chapter. La Noblesse Fran- 
gaise a Saint-Domingue, we find all that remains of his original purpose, 
announced by him some five or six years ago, to write the history of 
the role played by the nobility of France in the work of colonization. 
He maintains in this chapter the thesis that the gentilshommes, emigrat- 
ing to Santo Domingo first as officers in the service of the king, find 
themselves drawn by instinct from the towns to the plantations to 
regain their threatened independence and to live again the life of the 
gentilshommes campagnards of their ancestors in France, described by 
M. de Vaissiere in his well-known work, Gentilshommes Campagnards 
de I'Ancienne France ; that they became a new element which little by 
little exerted a large influence upon the heterogeneous society of Santo 
Domingo. Students of colonial history will rejoice at the decision of 
the author to broaden the scope of his study in devoting the larger por- 
tion of his book to the treatment of the picturesque society in general 
of the " pearl of the Antilles ". His study has forced him to conclude 
that the idea of luxury and charm of the colonial life, at least for 
Santo Domingo, has been much exaggerated and is in fact almost leg- 
endary. Instead of being luxurious he finds the homes of the planters 
lacking not only in good taste, but often times in comfort even. He 
gives us many interesting details of the construction and furnishing of 
these homes. As to the life led by the colonists, he depicts it, by means 
of some well-chosen and extraordinarily interesting passages from a 
wide variety of documents, as crude, monotonous, voluptuous, lawless 
and at times almost barbarous. Upon this fact he lays much stress as 
an explanation of the marked tendency of the colonists to regard their 
residence in the island as only a means of acquiring a fortune and of 
their eagerness to return to France to enjoy the fruits thereof. 

The author shows a very admirable caution in drawing general con- 
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elusions. This to be sure is a natural result of the research that he 
has made in some four hundred volumes of documents where he has 
found much conflicting testimony. He has followed the method in 
general of exposing such conflicting evidence and leaving the reader 
to draw his own conclusions. This method would have been more satis- 
factory if M. de Vaissiere had made use of his foot-notes to give infor- 
mation in regard to the persons from whom his quotations are derived. 
His failure to do this impresses one, I think, as a fault that character- 
izes the book as a whole. Apparently he has taken what he found 
without making sufficient effort to weigh it critically. Such a critical 
weighing of material is supremely important, it seems to me, in writing 
the history of any colonial community. Any such community of the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries must have furnished much that 
was bizarre, lawless and almost barbarous to the majority of European 
travellers and governors sent out from Europe which naturally occupies 
a large space in the accounts of their travels and in their correspon- 
dence. How much does such material really portray the life of such 
a society? Must one not try to find by all the means in his power, in 
the case of any author one uses, his characteristics, his prejudices and 
his ability to observe and faithfully portray. 

It is to be regretted that M. de Vaissiere did not expand his study 
into one of much greater length. He could thus have saved himself 
the very difficult task of making, so to speak, a composite picture of a 
society for some four or five generations and could have traced the 
progressive development of successive generations. His work would 
have then had more value for students of special periods. 

Stewart L. Mims. 

MINOR NOTICES 

Dictionary of the Bible. Edited by James Hastings, D.D. (New 
York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1909, pp. xvi, 992.) This one-volume 
dictionary, not a condensation of Hastings's five-volume work but an 
independent production, is a valuable and convenient aid to students, 
prepared by men of solid scholarship. The competency of the authors 
to furnish thoroughgoing knowledge is evident from the mere list 
of their names, and many articles (like Kenyon's on English Versions, 
Greek Versions of O. T., Text of N. T., Vulgate, Adeney's on Canon 
and Criticism, Barton's Israel, Shailer Mathews's Apocryphal Gospels, 
Apocalyptic Literature, Eschatology, or Paterson's noteworthy article 
on Jesus Christ) are on the very highest plane of scientific possession 
of the material and lucidity of exposition. 

Such articles as those on Adam, Creation, Fall, Miracles, Abraham, 
Tower of Babel, show a frank conformity to modern knowledge, and yet 
a certain conservatism characterizes the work as a whole. It is indeed 
commendable that such a work should avoid fresh adventurous views 



